A HISTORY OF POLAND
were strikes and labour troubles. And then, as in an
earlier moment of crisis, the powerful figure of Pilsudski
returned to the scene.
Since 1922 Pilsudski had been out of office. He
despised parliamentary politics; he was no orator, and
had none of the qualities necessary to success as a demo-
cratic leader. He had lived for four years in retirement
on a small estate near Warsaw, raising his voice occasion-
ally in conversation with groups of his admirers in the
army or in the trade unions (which had generally re-
mained loyal to him in spite of his departure from rigid
Socialist doctrines), to grumble, to threaten, or to do
nouncc. In May 1926, when the government of the
Peasant leader Witos was in office, and a schism had
broken out among the Nationalists as the result of a
section of that party agreeing to support Witos and his
programme of agrarian reform, Pilsudski carried out a
coup de main. Followed by several regiments of garrison
troops he appeared at the entrance to Warsaw. The
President of the Republic met him in person on a bridge
across the Vistula and appealed to him to withdraw.
Pilsudski demanded the resignation of the government.
Upon the President's refusal, Pilsudski ordered an assault
upon the capital. There was some street fighting, but
many of the troops of the Warsaw garrison rallied to
the insurgents. Regiments summoned by the govern-
ment from the provinces were prevented from arriving
in the city by a railway strike, dcckred in sympathy with
Pilsudski. Two days kter the capital and the provinces
were in Pilsudski's hands. The Witos government
resigned with the President of the Republic. A Presi-
dential election took place in due constitutional form,
and Pilsudski was elected against a Nationalist candidate.
The marshal then surprised both his friends and his
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